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On receipt of the news of Stewart's death
Wolseley decided to send up his Chief of Staff,
Redvers Buller, to take command of the Desert
Column, and Kitchener again went forward
with him. As no more mounted troops were
available the Royal Irish Regiment pluckily
volunteered to make the march on foot. Leav-
ing Korti on January 29 Buller reached Gubat
on February n and found Wilson's column
there. On the way news had been received
that Khartoum had fallen.
Buller was anxious to maintain his position
until the main body could arrive by the river
route. But the information collected by Kit-
chener showed that the Mahdist forces were
close at hand in overwhelming numbers. It
was impossible to keep up communication with
H.Q. and Buller had to act on the situation as
he himself saw it. He could not afford to fight
another battle because he would not have suffi-
cient transport to move his wounded. He could
not remain on tEe river for lack of supplies.
With intense reluctance he issued orders for a
retreat and the Desert Column started on the
dangerous and tiring march back towards
Korti. The enemy hung round and harassed
the bivouac at Abu Klea. After that the chief
difficulty was water along the stretch of 55 miles
to Gakdul. When that point was reached the
Dervishes had been shaken off and the Column
made its way, unmolested but desperately
weary, to the camp at Korti.
Meanwhile the River Column ha'd worked
its way through the difficult Fourth Cataract,
fighting an action at Kirbekan in which